Hypotensive effects of some extracts of the leaves of Musanga cecropioides (Cecropiaceae). Studies in the cat and the rat.
Intravenous administration of 0.1-0.4 ml of a 35mg/ml stock solution of an aqueous leaf extract of Musanga cecropioides (MC) lowered the blood pressure of both normotensive and spontaneously hypertensive rats and that of the cat. (P<0.01; n=5). In indirect (tail-cuff) blood pressure trials, oral administration of 2 ml of 35 mg/ml stock solution of MC also produced a hypotensive response. The hypotensive effect was species dependent, being more pronounced in the rat and non-specific in the cat. The n-butanol extract of the original aqueous extract, consisting of mostly saponins as revealed by phytochemical studies also exhibited hypotensive effects in the rat and cat. These effects of MC were comparable with those of acetylcholine(Ach) and were antagonised by atropine (1 mg/ml).